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Fans Wax Eestatic Over New

RY TOMMY WEST
Enquirer Reporter

Daryl Thornton called it one of
the finest stadiums ever buill

BOWIE KUNN called it one af
the greal sports monuments of the
world.

Car] Gllbert cailed it a much
hetter piace to sell beer than Cros-
ley Field.

It doesn't have base paths or a
Mountal: Dew sien to alm at in
left centerfieid It docsnt have a
set of snorting bulls on the score-
board, and Tuesday night It didn't
even have hot dogs,

But it did have 51,000 fans, and
they had all come together to see
their Cincinnati Reds break in their
green-carpeted. multi-decked round.
house called Riverfront Stadium.

Daryl Thornton I3 the Clncin-
nati 13-year-old who has discovered
the only apparent way to get auto-
graphs here.

He suggests laying for the ball
players In the parking lot before
and after the game.

Bowle Kuhn s the commissioner
of basebnll. And Carl Gilbert is one
of the 31 hartenders in Riverfront
Stadium
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The three seemed to share ane
thing :n common with most of the
other people at Riverfront Stadiom
Tuesday night, They talked about
this gigantic new ballfteld as if they
were on retalners from the Reds
public relations department.

THEY USED WORDS like “beat-
tiful” and “magniflcent” and
“great” in talking about a ballpark
on an evening when it would have
been a lot essier to talk about the
weather. It was one of those nights
when the tans did meore [anning
than the people on the field

"It looks all right” sald Frank
Lang, who figures he watched the
Reds in their former headquarters
for almost 50 years

“1 heard a outside say it
isn't as mice as Busch Stadium,”
said Art Brooks, a d0-year fan him-
self. “Well, hell, they haven't fin-
ished it yet. 1 turned and
told him he was full of bull."

“I think Its o great achievement
for the Clty of Cincinnatl” sald
Kevin Church,

You wouldn't normally expect to
hear something like that coming
from a 13-vear-old

A few people said It did look a
littie strange without base paths

W

Young Thornton sald he hoped Pete
Rose wouldn't hurt himself siiding.
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Gireal Traffic Jam, but hie conges
tion on Clacinnatl streets falled w
Instead it formed on the

AND JOHN F r sald he

wished they had waited until the
All-Star game to move in, because
It would have heen preitler, He
ought to know, He's one of the
hard hats who helped put in the
51,000 seats.

Mrs. George Holllster and Mrs
Standlsh Meacham had two of the
best =eats in the house—boves right
behind homa pla

“We're thrilled,” said Mrs. Hollis-
ter. “My Impression is one of ex
treme neatness and great contours.”

ACROSS THE stadium, a couple
of light years away, Mrs. Joseph
Plening leaned back in the very last
row on the very highest deck in the
wery deepest of centerfield, and al-
lowed that It did seem at first that
you are falling forward, but that
eventually you got used to it

“1 would guess this is ene of the
Jousiest seats here” said her hus.
band, “and it's better than a lot of
seats in Crosley Field.”

The fans had thelr informal say
As they began fillng into Riverfrant
more than two hours before the
game, many still hungry

1t was billed as the Night of the

iks and i down-
town Cincinnati and lower down-
town Covington,

Crowds were standing three-deen
at some bars. and restaurants and
sandwich shops were turning hun-
Ery fans away simply because there
was no more roam. The crush began
about 4:45 and |asted past T p. m

“It's really a bod situation with
the restaurants” said Jerry Moore,
who runs a news stand at Fourth
and Vine Streets, "People ask
where's a good place to eat, and
even the bad places are filled”

THERE WERE NO traffic tieups
before the game. Capt, Ed Diekman
of the Traffic Bureau, in charge of
the 75 policemen on foot directing
traffic and the miscellaneous squad
cars and motorcycle officers, attri-
buted the smooth flow to the lans'
arriving early and parking down.
town instead of at the stadium
where there were hundreds of
wvacant parking paces

The only jams were pedestrian,
on the ramps leading o the sta-
dium and city slidewalks. Crowds
were d40-deep at some intersections,

They carried cameras and 1
and & Jucky few nad sack lunche:
The suspension bridge carmried A

steady stream of pedestrians froom
Kentucky, but few cars

Many erowded into the Stadium
Ciub, between Third and P
Btreets on Walnut, for one
drink under & sign that sald “Hit
This 8ign with Home Run and Wir
58 Gallons of Whiskey.”

Inside the stadium thers w
such  historic 5 as "Hl. Re
and “Hello. Pe Wee' to mark
nceasion. And there was an officia
legitimate, -carat pregame cere-
mony

The Roger Bacon High School
Band got It started at 7:38 p. m. hy
popping out to shallow center and
assuming the shape of a crown

Chester Lathrop of the Findlay
Market Association presented
nylon American flag to Reds G
eral Manager Boh Howsam Actual
Iy, the flag was aiready hanzinz
limply in centerfield It appeared to
be sweating

Howsam simply thanked the as
soclatlon warmly, thus hecoming
one of the few ceremany stars tn
stay within his 30-second limit

PRICE 10 CENTS

Stadium

FRANCIS DALE, pre

hand when he cam
boctom of the first

T IS TTI
t had the first
fessional basebal
off baseball's second cent
this beautiful new stadium.” sai
Natlonal League President Chub
Feeney

Then came the Star Spangled

¥ e Dale wanted it
ians marched off




